
   

Eagle Notes 

Important   
Information 

Allison Traditional 
Magnet 

 DECEMBER 2021 

OFFICE  HOURS  

6:30 am - 3:00 pm 

 
Regular school hours   

7:00 am - 2:10 pm 

No School 

December 17 

– January 4 

 

Homework Hotline 
wants to help you!   

Monday-Thursday  

3:30pm to 7:30pm 

Call 973-4411  

or email your  

questions to 

 homework@usd259.
net.   

 

 
 

Principal’s Message 
Allison families, 

Thank you for all your support of Allison community and the Wichita com-
munity through recent donations.  Students and staff donated $2100 and 
nearly 1300 non-perishable items towards the Turkey Drive.  PTA Fundrais-
ing efforts brought in monies which will go directly back into classrooms to 
support teachers supporting students.  Students participating in the dress 
down day and pizza party knocked Principal Johnson off her feet as they 
wrapped her up in toilet paper!   

Winter Break begins Friday, December 17 for students.  Students return 
Wednesday, January 5.   

We will celebrate and recognize students earning Principal’s Honor Roll 
(4.0 GPA) with a pastry breakfast Friday, January 7 at 7:05 am.  With a 
quick turn around after we return from winter break, honor roll celebration 
notices will be delivered to students Wednesday, January 5.  Students 
earning Honor Roll (3.5 – 3.9 GPA) will be celebrated and recognized later 
that day with cookies and juice. 

From our Allison family to yours, 

   May your days be filled with all good things.  

mailto:homework@usd259.net
mailto:homework@usd259.net
file:///C:/Users/lfernsler/OneDrive - Wichita Public Schools/Desktop/Nov Newsletter/NOV Picture form.pdf
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8th Grade News 
Language Arts:  We are wrapping up Unit 2 and getting ready to start Unit 3 in our Literature series.  We 
continue to work on writing, vocabulary and citing textual evidence.  Students should also be reading their 
own book every night, as they have a book review due every TWO weeks!  Over Winter Break students 
should still have a book to read for next semester.  Dates are in their planners. 

Social Studies:   In Ms. McElroy’s Social Studies class, we will begin our discussion over the United 
States Constitution and how our government works.  We will discuss the levels and branches of govern-
ment and how to be an active participant in your government! 

Science:  We are working on the Earth, Sun and Moon System for this unit.  The class is putting together 
it’s final project that models all of these and depicts the way that our earth, moon and sun work together as 
a system. 

Algebra:  Students will interpret, sketch, and analyze graphs from situations. Students will write a function 
rule given a table or a real-world situation.  Students are working with direction variation, inductive reason-
ing in continuing number patterns.  

Math 8:  Our students are learning how to solve equations and inequalities.  We begin with two-step equa-
tions and work up to multi-step equations with distributive property and rational numbers.  Next, we will 
study the Pythagorean Theorem. Assignments, links and directions are posted daily on Microsoft Teams to 
keep your student in the loop if they have to be absent.  

AVID 8:  We spent some time studying what it takes to be a good leader and how to recognize good lead-
ership skills!  We had our first field trip to Butler CC which was a great success!  We are now heading into 
discussing our Tutorials Process and learning how to be a help to our other AVID students!  

AVID 7:  AVID students are starting our Tutorial Process to help them with their classwork.  We have cov-
ered their TRF forms.  We are also starting to research different types of colleges and listen to different 
programs offered by different Wichita high schools. We are also looking at different ways they can handle 
stress through our SECOND STEP program. We are well into forming good habits by organizing our Bind-
ers.  Our first field trip to Butler was a great success! 

The 8th grade team meets Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 7:05am – 7:35am; all 8th grade 
teachers can be reached by their email.  Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have questions or con-
cerns.  We are also getting ready for parent teacher conferences.  

7th Grade News                        
In Mr. Schwanke’s Language Arts, we will be reading The Outsiders, analyzing it, and following up with 
the movie.  In Mrs. Scott’s class students will be completing a drama unit on the play A Christmas Carol. 
Students will alternate parts of the play, analyze elements of drama, and researching 1830’s London, 
which is the setting of the play. 

In Math, students will be learning to write and solve multi-step equations and inequalities from real world 
situations.  In Honors Math, we have moved into the 8th grade curriculum and our unit on three-
dimensional geometry. 

In Social Studies, students will expand on our learning of USA’s and Canada’s human geography, migra-
tion, and National Parks. 

In Science, students will learn about the flow of energy in organisms, cellular respirations, and photosyn-
thesis.  As we approach the end of the first semester, this would be a great time to restock some school 
supplies: pencils, dry erase markers, erasers, and notebook paper.  
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 6th Grade News 

Science:  Amezcua’s class is finishing up our study of Potential Energy and Kinetic Energy.  We will end 
this study with the Gizmo activity called “Sled Wars” where students have to figure out how to make a sled 
at the bottom of a hill be moved the furthest by a sled coming down a hill toward it.  They can adjust the 
height and mass to achieve this.  Then, we will move on to Human Growth and Development.  Students 
who opted out will have alternative assignments to complete in an alternative setting. 

Mauk’s class is moving into Potential and Kinetic Energy.  Students will be able to determine how Kinetic 
energy can be transferred to Potential energy.  We will be exploring several different ways in which we can 
determine how energy flows and transfers from different types of matter.  Some of the labs we are working 
with this unit are comparing different weighted golf balls and testing their kinetic energy.  We are incorpo-
rating algebraic math in solving for Mass, Speed/velocity, and also Distance.  Then, we will move on to Hu-
man Growth and Development. Students who opted out will have alternative assignments to complete in 
an alternative setting 

Language Arts:  All of the 6th grade ELA classes are working on parts of narrative reading.  Plot, charac-
terization, theme, setting and conflict are all of the targets that have been hit in the past few weeks.  After 
Thanksgiving Break all of the 6th graders will be working on showing mastery of these standards while 
reading Where the Red Fern Grows.  Every story throughout Unit 2 revolves around the central question of 
Animal Allies: How can the relationship affect both the animal and the person? 

Math:  Knolla and Kemp’s classes will both be working on ratios and rates in December and the first part of 
January.  

Baker’s students just finished a project about running a super target and the changes they would make us-
ing info from percents. We will then be rolling into unit rates where students will look at even more info that 
goes through a store but now through unit rates such as wages, item sales, hours worked and more!  

Social Studies:  Boor & Amezcua are completing the study of Ancient Egypt!  We’re learning about the 
GRAPES of this civilization, including pyramids and pharaohs and the contributions they made in math, 
science and medicine! Our next unit will be on Ancient Greece. 

Junior Equity Committee:  For Dia de los Muertos on November 1-2, students honored loved ones by 
writing down memories of a departed soul inside a “sugar skull.” In Mexico, skulls are not thought of as 
morbid, but rather a celebration of life. Dia de los Muertos is an uplifting holiday for our Hispanic communi-
ty. Getting to know more about their culture creates an understanding and opens up some pretty neat con-
versations to those that are unaware of this Hispanic tradition.  

November was American Indian History Month and students put together some facts for one of our school 
bulletin boards and worked on a presentation that they will present during 7th hour sometime in early De-
cember. Something you may not know: One of the reasons Native Americans do not want school/team 
mascots named after something from their culture is because sometimes the word is offensive but also be-
cause they do not want to be stereotyped by those words. Furthermore, those names were often created 
based on the idea that Native Americans were known as savages.  
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Chess Team shirt orders have all been placed!  Orders should be here by the 
first week of December.  I can't wait to see them on our players every Friday! 

We also FINALLY have our first In-person tournament on the calendar!  Brooks 
Middle School will be hosting a tournament on Saturday, January 29, 2022.  In-
formation and registration details will be sent home via email mid-January. 

Students have been participating in mock tournaments in the meantime.  Individ-
ual prizes for the top 5 winners will be awarded at the close of the tournament. 

#ALLISONCHESSTEAM, #MAKEYOURMOVE 

Questions?  Contact Mrs. Amezcua at jamezcua@usd259.net. 

December 1st 

Vision screenings for all 7th graders. 

NAL  (National Academic League) 
NAL is off to a great start!  We have had one game against GMA, and we had a sol-
id win, so we are feeling great about this season. GMA was a great team to stretch 
our wings against, so this helps to alleviate our beginning of the year jitters for our 
newbies!   

Our presentation team really knocked it out of the park with 22 of a possible 25 
points in round 3. What a way to start the year for them!  We are looking forward to 
continuing the tradition of bringing home the Third Round Trophy at the end of the 
season!  No pressure there third round people.  But in all seriousness, this is a fine 
team this year with a lot of promise and everyone is working hard at building skills 
and learning the nuances of the game.   

Our next game will be December 2 at Hadley and then at home on December 9 
against Marshall. Come out and support the team if you can, or make sure to tell 
them great job.  

December starts on the same day of the week as September starts every 

year and ends on the same day of the week as April ends every year. 

LIBRARY   
All Allison students should be reading daily to complete their reading projects for ELA.  

Reading is a critical skill and impacts every academic area.  Please check with your 

student to see how many books they have completed and encourage them as they 

continue to grow as a reader!  Please contact Mrs. Tejeda, the librarian, or your stu-

dent’s ELA teacher if you could use some new ideas for reading support.  

Notes from the Nurse  

mailto:jamezcua@usd259.net
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YEARBOOK 2021  

 

The yearbook staff is currently creating the 21-22 yearbook.  

Yearbooks can be reserved for $20 at My Payments Plus.   

Books will be delivered to students at the yearbook  

signing party at the end of the year.  

 

 

 

Every snowflake is made up of approximately 200 snow crystals. 

The largest snowflake on record in the world was 15 inches wide and 8 inches thick, recorded in fort 
Keogh, Montana, on January 28, 1887. 

Snowflakes fall in 35 different shapes, although no two may look exactly alike.  

A snowflakes journey from sky to ground lasts about 20 minutes.  Snowflakes fall at a speed of 3-4 
miles an hour or about 2-5 feet per second. 

Each snowflake has 6 sides. 

A snowball that fits in your hand is made up of 
about 600,000 snowflakes.  

Snow is not white, it is translucent.  It can ap-
pear white, pink or blue in certain conditions.  

 Did you snow….. 

https://www2.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
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Robotics Team  
Our five Allison Robotics Teams have competed in two tournaments during November.   

Coleman Cougar Bot Wars was held Friday, November 5th with 32 teams competing: 

• In the Qualifying Round: 

 Team A (Talan Bogart, Noah Gegen, Caleb Gegen, Shal Ruud) placed 5th 

 Team D (Ben Brown, Ben Carter, Gus DeFore, Skyler Cryer) placed 13th  

 Team C (Duane Aglano, Ayden Frazier, Olivia Hayden, Ellison Knolla) placed 21st  

 Team E (Noah Estrada, Charles Lindsley, Gourish Mishra, Cohen Stewart) placed 23rd  

 Team B (Miriam Brown, Brianna Hupach, Sophie Lungwitz, Kyra Rolen) placed 28
th
  

• Team C tied for 4th place on the Robot Skills competition. 

• Teams A and D partnered together for the Elimination Rounds and made it all the way to the semifi-
nals. 

• Team B won the Design Award Trophy for their quality Engineering Notebook and Interview. 

Gordon Parks Trailblazer Bot Battle was held Friday, November 19th with 33 teams competing: 

• In the Qualifying Round: 

 Team C (Olivia, Duane, Ayden, Ellison) placed 4th  

 Team D (Ben B, Ben C, Gus, Skyler) placed 8th  

 Team B (Kyra, Brianna, Sophie, Miriam) placed 17th  

 Team A (Noah G, Talan, Shal, Caleb) placed 19th 

 Team E (Noah E, Gourish, Cohen, and Charles) placed 31st 

• Team D took 10th place on the Robot Skills competition, Team C took 13th and Team E took 15th. 

• In the Elimination Rounds: 

 Teams C and D made it to the quarterfinals before elimination. 

 Team A made it to the finals and…TIED.  Unfortunately, their motors overheated in the re-
match and they ended up as the 2nd place team for the tournament.  

• Team B won the Judges Award Trophy receiving special recognition by the tournament judges for a 
quality robotics program. 

Our next tournament will be at Brooks Middle School on Saturday, December 11th with the teams compet-
ing between 9:00am and 3:00pm.  Spectators are welcome, admission is free if you want to come watch! 
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Revolution Prep and Homework Hotline – both are available to help our Allison students!   

Homework Hotline has been around for awhile, but Revolution Prep is new!  Don’t get stuck 
on another homework problem again! Get your child the help they need, when they need it.  

When teachers aren’t available, and mom and dad are working, where do students turn to 
for help? Revolution Prep’s Homework Help gives your child access to tutor support 7 days 
a week. With over 60 academic subjects, they’ll always have access to someone who can 
help them. Unlike other homework services, Revolution’s tutors aren’t just going to give your 
students the answers to their questions.  

Our goal is to make sure learning is taking place, and to increase accountability and confi-
dence in students.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Homework Hotline is  
still available!   

 
Monday through Thursday 

3:30–7:30 pm 
 

Call for help: 973-4411 or 
email your questions to 

 homework@usd259.net.   

 

  

HOMEWORK HELP IS HERE  

Our Predictive Interim scores are in!  All students took the fall Predictive Interim in both ELA and 
Math.  In order to check out your student’s scores, you will need to access the Kite Portal web-
site. 

 Click here to access the Parent Portal and User Guide..   

If you need any assistance, contact Denyse Cerullo at dcerullo@usd259.net. 
 

mailto:homework@usd259.net
https://parentportal.kiteaai.org/login
mailto:dcerullo@usd259.net
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STAFF and PARTNER Good Apples will be recognized December 1-17th.  

With respect to the season and all involved with our traditional Good Apple ceremony, we will celebrate 
our Good Apple awards mostly like we did in the spring, with your help, and a few small changes.  Our 
district has shown that even through challenging times, we can still celebrate and acknowledge the out-
standing efforts of our WPS colleagues and partners.  
 

 

Please schedule appointments for your students after school hours.   

Remember to have your photo ID available when picking up your child from school.   

From the student handbook: 

School is an important time for parents and students. Our combined ef-
forts reinforce the belief that education is an important key to becoming 
successful and productive citizens. To give students the best chance at 
success, parents and students help in assuring regular school attend-
ance is vital. 

Uninterrupted class time is crucial for learning. Studies show it takes 20 
minutes after an interruption for students to get completely back on task. 

As your choice Magnet school, our rigorous academic program requires 
students be given uninterrupted class time. Appointments (medical, 
dental, etc.) should be made after school hours. 

The first day of winter is December 21!   

Lots of testing happening at Allison during the month of December! 

Winter FastBridge window: occurs in students’ ELA and Math classes November 29-December 
10th.   Have your reading and math skills improved since fall?  We’ll soon see!  

Winter Predictive Interim window: occurs in students’ ELA and Math classes December 6-17. 

Don’t forget to do your best.   

 

Check out SRG Family Session here!  This session includes all things Standards Referenced Grad-

ing, ParentVue, and Revolution Prep!  (See pg. 7 of this newsletter for more information about Revolu-

tion Prep!)  View the SRG Parent Meeting 2021 here.  

Only want to learn about navigating ParentVue?   View the Navigating ParentVue video.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c34gj07gIWM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qysCXEh3M8c


 10 

Page 10 

Magnet Applications are available HERE . 

https://www.usd259.org/magnet
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UPCOMING EVENTS

January 
 

     6  NAL @ Wilbur  4:00-5:30 pm 

 13  NAL @ Truesdell  4:00-5:30 pm  

 14  VEX Robotics Tournament  7:15 am  

 14  PTA School Dance  6:00pm 

 17  MLK Holiday, no school for students 

 19  Basketball @ AMS vs Stuckey 3:00pm 

 20  NAL @ AMS (AMS vs. Robinson)  4:00-5:30 pm  

 24  Basketball @ Robinson  3:30pm-7:30pm 

 26  Basketball @ Brooks  2:30pm 

 27  NAL @ Horace Mann  4:00pm 

 31  Basketball @ Allison vs Wilbur  3:00pm 

 31  All City Band Concert @ Century II  7:00pm 

 

December 
 

  2   NAL @ Allison (AMS vs. Hor. Mann) 4:00pm-5:30pm 

  6  Basketball Tryout Week  

  7   Band Concert 6:30 pm-7:30 pm  

  9  NAL @ Hadley 4:00pm-5:30pm 

  9  Orchestra Concert 6:30pm-7:30pm 

11 VEX Robotics Tournament @ Brooks 7:30am-4:00pm 

13  Basketball Skills Practice Week 

14  Choir Concert  6:30pm-7:30pm 

17 End of Semester; Winter Recess begins 

December 17 - January 4 

Winter Recess 

No School for Students 
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Allison Traditional Magnet Middle School Calendar  

https://www.usd259.org/Page/32#calendar728/20211029/month

